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wujub) before the obligation has been as yet contracted.
The use of cunning is justified by the following verse of
the Koran:*

"Take in thy hand a bundle of dry herbs and strike
with it, and. do not break an oath." This was advice given
to Job, who had sworn that he would beat his wife by in-
flicting on her a hundred stripes. All the Hanifite doctors
agree that the tenor of the above verse has not been abro-
gated (naskh} by a later prescription.

The Hanifite doctors have disagreed as to the legitimacy
of resorting to cunning in order to avoid the payment of
zakat. According to Muhammad Ibn al-Hasan such a
practice is abominable, because it results in the prejudice of
the poor and because the giving of zakat is an act of wor-
ship and it does not befit a believer to try to avoid it. Abu
Yusuf, however, holds the opinion that there is nothing to
condemn in such a practice because it merely consists in an
attempt to avoid the incurring of an obligation, and there-
fore it does not result in the prejudice of third parties, since
their rights accrue only after the obligation has been in-
curred. Moreover, he argues, one is sometimes afraid that
he may not be able to carry out a divine commandment and
that he may so become a rebel, and in such cases it is advis-
able to avoid "coming at all under the commandment in
question, since to avoid a sin is itself an act of submission.
For instance one may avoid getting rich in order to be free
from the obligation of performing the pilgrimage or paying
zakat. What is therefore blameworthy is the avoiding of
zakat after it has once been contracted, but not before it has
as yet been incurred. The view of Muhammad is the one
generally accepted.

The doctors are then unanimous in holding that the zakat

1 Chap. 38, verse 43.